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FIRST BAPTIST “INVESTS” IN THE FUTURE

As a congregation, First Baptist has the unique opportunity to partner with Molly
Stark Elementary School, on Orchard road, in Bennington. Molly Stark students
have a variety of socio-economic needs, and we have the ability through our
congregation’s giving spirit to “invest” in the next generation of our community! First
Baptist invites you to “invest” in the next generation of our community! Area families
struggle to help outfit their kids for the first day of school, and last year, First Baptist
did a great job in providing school supplies (pens, crayons, paper, rulers,
backpacks), and for great prices, thanks to the “back to school sales” ongoing
through July and August.

However, we learned last year that needs continue throughout the school
year. So we talked with some experts! In talking with Gail Johnson, assistant
principal, and Leslie Johnson, classroom teacher, we have some wonderful
opportunities to make a difference in the lives of school kids. Kids are in need of
good socks, underwear, and gym sneakers. In the winter, children need help with
seasonal clothing (winter coats, ski pants), or items that gets lost or wore out (back
packs, recess supplies like jump ropes and balls). Kids also struggle with basic
needs every day, especially food. Some children only receive a good meal while at
school and not at home. School nurses can use healthy snack foods (granola bars,
packed fruit cups, water bottles) to dispense to children who need them. These
seem like small things, but our help in making them available makes a great big
difference for these kids.

How can First Baptist congregants help?

Buy school supplies when the sales are on, and we’ll make sure that Molly Stark
students and other school kids get these items so they can begin the year with
needed items. (A wish list will be available from the church office. Please call if you
have questions.)

Give money to the “School Kid Fund”, which will be used throughout the year for
seasonal and “as needed” items that the Molly Stark school nurse or administration
request. (This money will go for underclothing, seasonal outerwear, healthy snacks,
and items that need replacement.)

(One other opportunity involves a different sort of investment: volunteer time. If you
would like to help a child with reading and other basic skills, Molly Stark school
welcomes volunteers. You must complete a mandatory background check to work
with school children, so please plan accordingly if you wish to start this school year.)




